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Languages are rule-governed systems. The rules that interest linguists are not prescriptive ones of the 
type "don't split infinitives" but are rather the systematic patterns that language speakers unconsciously 
know as part of their linguistic competence. For example, as a speaker of English you know how to 
order words in a sentence to convey a particular meaning and how to change that meaning with 
seemingly subtle changes in pitch; you can appropriately modify your speech for different social 
situations, and can understand and create novel sentences you've never heard before. 

 
This course in linguistic analysis introduces students to the methods and theoretical principles used by 
linguists for rendering speakers' implicit knowledge of their language explicit. Drawing on data from 
English and many other languages of the world, we will investigate the sounds of language, how they 
are produced and perceived (phonetics), and how they pattern into syllables and words (phonology). We 
will study processes of word formation (morphology), sentence structure (syntax), and the relation 
between these structures and the construction of meaning (semantics). We will consider data such as 
errors children make when acquiring language, language games, historical reconstructions of extinct 
languages, instrumental measures, and experimental findings. Our goal is to understand the properties 
shared by all languages as well as the ways in which languages can differ from each other and change, 
with the broader aim of understanding the formal structure of human language – how language "works". 
 
 
Text and other readings 
 

 Text:  Hayes, Bruce.  2010.  Introductory Linguistics  (manuscript posted on CTools) 
 Other readings: posted on the CTools site 
 
 
Requirements 
 

 1. Exercises (8 required and 1 optional) and quiz     40%  
 2. Midterm exam              20% 
 3. Comprehensive final exam          30% 
 4. Section participation and attendance       10%  
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CTools site 
 

The CTools website is used for posting announcements, lecture notes, the course schedule (including 
due dates), exercises and other handouts, all readings, and more.  Students should check the website 
regularly.  Please let us know if you have any questions about the site, or run into any difficulties using 
it. 
 
 
Homework assignments 
 

Assignments are to be submitted in sections. Exceptionally, though, students who are in the Thursday 
afternoon section may submit their assignments on Friday (no later than 1 pm ideally using Drop Box on 
the CTools site). 
 
Students may work together on the assignments, but the actual write-up must be done individually.  
Email is a good way to contact us about quick assignment-related questions. (Please, though, don't wait 
until the night before the assignment is due; you might not receive a response before section.) However, 
email often is not conducive to providing the kind of answer that would be most helpful to you. If you 
have detailed questions about the assignments, these should be handled in office hours or by 
appointment. 
 
 
Other details 
 

If you think you need an accommodation for a disability, please let us know at your earliest 
convenience. Some aspects of this course the assignments, the in-class activities, and the way the course 
is usually taught may be modified to facilitate your participation and progress. As soon as you make us 
aware of your needs, we can work with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) to 
help us determine appropriate academic accommodations. SSD (734-763-3000; ssd.umich.edu) typically 
recommends accommodation through a Verified Individualized Services and Accommodations (VISA) 
form. Any information you provide is private and confidential and will be treated as such. 
 

If a religious holiday requires you to miss a class, please inform Harim as soon as possible, but no later 
than one week prior to the holiday, so that any necessary arrangements can be made. 
 

Lecture notes will be posted after class meetings. Lecture notes, though, are not a replacement for 
attending class. Class time will include working through problem sets and this interactive discussion, 
and the resulting analysis of the data, will typically not be captured in the posted notes. 
 

The dates and times of the midterm and final exams are given on the syllabus. If exceptional 
circumstances require that you take one of the exams on an alternate date, we will make every effort to 
accommodate your request as long as you submit your request, in writing (preferably email) and 
accompanied by appropriate documentation, three weeks prior to the exam. 
 
 
Academic integrity 
 

All students are expected to be aware of the College of LSA's standards of academic integrity:  
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/academicintegrity/  
http://www.lib.umich.edu/shapiro-undergraduate-library/understanding-plagiarism-and-academic-
integrity  
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SYLLABUS 
 

H = Hayes's text.  All readings are available on the CTools site (under "Resources") 
 Note: (i) other readings may be added as the semester progresses 
 (ii) some topics towards the end of the semester may change, depending on student interests 
l 

DATE TOPIC READINGS/ 
ASSIGNMENTS 

Tu 9/2 Introduction / goals of linguistics: 
What is linguistics, what do linguists aim to understand 
about language, and why do they think those issues are 
important? 

No reading 

Th 9/4 H Ch. 1 pp. 3-12; 
Ch. 3 pp. 47-52 

Section Language myths  
   
Tu 9/9 Morphology:  decomposing words into morphemes 

tusaa-nngit-su-usaar-tuaannar-sinnaa-nngi-vip-putit 
'You simply cannot pretend not to be hearing all the time' 
(Kalaallit oqaasii; Inuit, Greenland) 

H Ch. 2 pp. 13-32 

Th 9/11 H Ch. 2 pp. 33-46 

Section Morphological analysis Exercise 1 due 
   
Tu 9/16 Syntax (constituent structure, phrase structure rules): 

Why can we say: On which chair will Montgomery sit? 
But not: *On which troops will Patton urge? 
How many meanings does the following sentence have? 
Jesse hit the clown with the Twinkie on his head. 

H Ch. 4 pp. 53-70 

Th 9/18 H Ch. 4. pp. 70-86; 100-
101 (optional: pp. 86-100) 

Section Syntactic analysis Exercise 2 due 
   
Tu 9/23 Syntax (subcategorization, movement operations): 

To move or not to move?   What did Taroo buy? 
 Qu'est-ce que Taroo a acheté? (French) 
Taroo-wa nani-o katta no? (Japanese) 

H Ch. 5 pp. 102-115; 
Ch. 6 pp. 123-134 

Th 9/25 
Section Syntactic analysis Exercise 3 due 
   
Tu 9/30 Syntax (acquisition, modularity, poverty of the stimulus): 

What kinds of syntactic mistakes do children make (or not 
make)?  How does acquisition inform linguistic theory? 

H Ch.7 pp. 190-199; 
Pinker pp. 12-43; 
Optional reading: Berwick 
et al. pp. 1207-1217 

Tu 10/2 

Section Syntactic analysis Exercise 4 due 
   
Tu 10/7 Pidgins and creoles (guest speaker: Carmel O'Shannessy) 

How are new languages formed through language contact?  
What do these languages tell us about the human capacity 
for language? 

 

Th 10/9 Semantics (the meaning of meaning) 
How do languages represent meaning? What is the 
relation between syntax and semantics? 

Reading: to be determined 

Section Semantics and review  
   
Tu 10/14 FALL BREAK  
Th 10/16 MIDTERM EXAM (in class exam) 

Section (Instead of sections, we will hold a review session earlier in 
the week) 

No class 
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Tu 10/21 Phonetics (sounds of English): 
Your amazing vocal tract 
[jɹə̩meɪzɪŋ̃vokɫt̩ɹækt˺] 

H Ch. 10 pp. 285-307 

Th 10/23 H Ch. 10 pp. 307-318 

Section Phonetic transcription  
   
Tu 10/28 Phonetics (sounds of the world's languages) 

The 80 clicks of !Xóõ and more 
(no reading) 
 

Th 10/30 Phonology (phonemes, allophones): 
What English words do listeners hear when the [s] is 
deleted from spit and skate? (HINT: due to allophonic 
variation, the answers are not pit and Kate.) 

H Ch. 11 pp. 319-349 
Phonetics quiz today 
 

Section Phonemic analysis Exercise 5 due 
   
Tu 11/4 More phonology (natural classes, features, syllables) and 

morphophonology 
What does Pig Latin tell us about phonological structure? 
What happens when phonology meets morphology? 

H Ch. 11 pp. 319-349 

Th 11/6 

Section Phonemic analysis Exercise 6 due 
   
Tu 11/11 Morphophonology and types of phonological processes 

Why are some processes common and others rare? 
The role of phonetics, and more, in phonology 

H Ch. 12 pp. 350-375 
 Th 11/13 

Section Phonological analysis  
   
Tu 11/18 Sociolinguistics  

"Fourth floor":  'r' production in NYC as a case study of 
a sound change in progress 

Labov 

Th 11/20 Language change 
Genetic relations among languages; Indo-European; 
some changes in the history of English 

H Ch. 13, pp. 376-389 
Exercise 7 due 

Section Sociolinguistics / comparative reconstruction  
   
Tu 11/25 Comparative reconstruction; endangered languages 

How linguists use sound correspondences between 
existing languages to reconstruct "dead" languages 

H Ch. 13, pp. 389-413 
Optional Exercise 8 due 

Th 11/27 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  
   
Tu 12/2 Comparative reconstruction; endangered languages 

How linguists use sound correspondences between 
existing languages to reconstruct "dead" languages 

Optional: H Ch. 13, pp. 
414-429 

Tu 12/4 Psychology of language 
Eye-tracking:  using visual information and responses to 
learn about how the mind processes language 

Tanenhaus et al. 1995 

Section Language and the mind Exercise 9 due 
   
Tu 12/9 Overview and review: pulling it all together  
   
Fri 12/19 FINAL EXAM 1:30-3:30 pm 


