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Ruth Behar is the Victor Haim Perera Collegiate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan and the recipient of a MacArthur Fellows Award. Known for her inspiring writing about identity, the meaning of travel, and the search for home in our global era, her books include The Presence of the Past in a Spanish Village, Translated Woman: Crossing the Border with Esperanza’s Story, and The Vulnerable Observer: Anthropology That Breaks Your Heart. Ruth frequently visits and writes about her native Cuba. The 20th anniversary edition of Bridges to Cuba, her pioneering anthology, was recently published. She is the author of acclaimed books that offer a unique blend of ethnography and memoir, An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba and Traveling Heavy: A Memoir in between Journeys. Her poetry is included in many collections, among them The Whole Island: Six Decades of Cuban Poetry and The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature. Together with poet Richard Blanco, she has launched a blog to create a forum for Cuban stories that engage the heart as the island moves into a new era of its history: www.bridgestocuba.com. Lucky Broken Girl, her debut novel for young readers, based on her Cuban immigrant childhood, is forthcoming with Nancy Paulsen Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House.
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Ruth Behar was born in Havana, Cuba, and grew up in New York. She is the Victor Haim Perera Collegiate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan. She received her B.A. in the College of Letters at Wesleyan University and her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Anthropology at Princeton University. Her honors include a MacArthur “Genius” Award, a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, a Fulbright Senior Fellowship, a Distinguished Alumna Award from Wesleyan University, an Excellence in Education Award from the University of Michigan, and Doctor of Humane Letters from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Known for her writing about the search for home in our global era, she is the author of The Presence of the Past in a Spanish Village; Translated Woman: Crossing the Border with Esperanza’s Story, a New York Times Notable Book of the Year; and The Vulnerable Observer: Anthropology That Breaks Your Heart, which is widely cited across the disciplines. She is the co-editor of Women Writing Culture, which has become a classic text on women’s literary contributions to anthropology.
Behar frequently visits and writes about her native Cuba and is the author of An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba and Traveling Heavy: A Memoir in between Journeys, acclaimed books that blend ethnography and memoir. She is the editor of the pioneering anthology, Bridges to Cuba, and co-editor of The Portable Island: Cubans at Home in the World, books that bring together a range of Cuban voices in the arts and scholarship. She has written editorials about Cuba for the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Huffington Post. Her documentary, Adio Kerida/Goodbye Dear Love: A Cuban Sephardic Journey, distributed by Women Make Movies, has been shown in film festivals around the world.
Also a creative writer, her poetry and short fiction appear in Telling Stories: An Anthology for Writers; Burnt Sugar/Caña Quemada: Contemporary Cuban Poetry in English and Spanish; The Whole Island: Six Decades of Cuban Poetry, a Bilingual Anthology; and The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature. She has collaborated frequently over the last twenty years with Cuban book artist Rolando Estévez, who has designed handmade books of her poetry, among them, Everything I Kept/Todo lo que guardé and Broken Streets of My City/Las calles rotas de mi ciudad. Moving between English and Spanish, writing in both languages and always aware of her Jewish roots, she explores the convergence of cultures in ways that open new avenues for self-expression, not just for herself, but for others who find themselves “in the between,” searching for meaning in diasporas and exiles. 
With Richard Blanco, she co-created Bridges to/from Cuba: Lifting the Emotional Embargo, a blog providing a cultural and artistic venue for sharing the real lives and complex emotional histories of Cubans both on the island and across the globe: www.bridgestocuba.com.
Lucky Broken Girl, her debut novel for young readers, based on her Cuban immigrant childhood, is forthcoming with Nancy Paulsen Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House. In this fictional recreation of a life-changing accident in her childhood that left her temporarily confined to her bed for close to a year, Behar unlocks the memory of the event that made her so keenly sensitive to the fragility of life and led her to become a vulnerable observer. Through this book, she hopes to express her belief that every child, no matter how broken, has the capacity to heal and express his or her full potential if given love, books, art, a sense of community, and the conviction that their lives count.
