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“The most effective adaptation measures for 

health in the near-term are programs that 

implement basic public health measures  

such as provision of clean water and sanitation, 

secure essential health care including 

vaccination and child health services, increase 

capacity for disaster preparedness and 

response, and alleviate poverty.” 
 

           -International Panel on Climate Change 2013 
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Transportation, 

Housing, 

Water,  

Education,   

Law 

Media… 

 

decisions in all of these 
sectors determine patterns 
of risk for climate-related 
health outcomes. 
 
 



We are all vulnerable. 

Some are more vulnerable. 



65 days above 90 degrees 

expected by 2100  
(Union of Concerned Scientists 2009)   

 
 

859 Heat-Related ER 

Visits in Wayne 

County in 2013  
(MDCH 2013) 

 
 

5.8 billion vehicle miles 

traveled in 2012 
(Detroit Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2014) 

 
 

10.6 million t CO2e  

total citywide emissions   
(Detroit Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2014) 

 

14% of adults have 

received an asthma 

diagnosis—compared to 

8% nationally (MDCH 2014) 

 
 

40% of population 

living below poverty  
(U.S. Census 2010) 

 
 







 

 

* Heat Vulnerability Index accounts for several variables, 

including: age over 65, living alone, % persons of color, 

distance to water, prevalence of respiratory illness, % less 

than high school education, % living below poverty, % 

impervious surface  

Map prepared by: Evan Mallen, College of Architecture & 

Urban Planning, University of Michigan 

Heat Vulnerability – Detroit, MI 





“Our work is guided by the sense that we may be the last generation 

in the experiment with living. But we are a minority -- the vast 

majority of our people regard the temporary equilibriums of our 

society and world as eternally-functional parts. In this is perhaps the 

outstanding paradox: we ourselves are imbued with urgency, 

yet the message of our society is that there is no viable 

alternative to the present.”           

         - Port Huron Statement, 1962 
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“…to encourage 

coalition between 

diverse groups— 

together, united in 

opposition to 

Climate Change.” 


