GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN WESTERN EUROPE (PS 340)

	Term:
    Fall 2017
Meeting:    Mon, Wed 10:00AM – 11:30AM
Place:        1401 MH

	Instructor:          G. Tsebelis

Office hours:      Mon, Wed 1 – 2.30 PM, 6759 Haven Hall

Phone  number:  734 647-7974


The course uses elementary game-theory to investigate post-world-war II Western European politics: social and political forces, and political institutions. Particular emphasis is given to the study of four Western European countries: The United Kingdom, France, Italy and Germany. Current developments and comparisons with the United States will be considered in the context of the course. 

The course is divided in three parts. The first one will present simple games (some of them played in class) which will be used in the remainder of the class. The second part examines social cleavages, political parties (ideologies and the structure), party systems (two-party systems, multi-party systems) and coalition theory. The third part examines political institutions, and especially the legislative (parliament) and the executive (government), their structures and their interactions.

The following books have been ordered at the bookstores:

1. Gallagher, M. et al. 2006. Representative Government in Contemporary Europe. New York:                                

McGraw-Hill.
2. Tsebelis, G.. 2002. Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work. Princeton University Press.
3. Tsebelis, G.. 1990. Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics. University of 

California Press.
The first two readings cover several countries in a more descriptive or theoretical way. The third presents an overview of the rational actor approach that we will use in the class, and focuses on particular topics (internal party politics, electoral systems and their impact, and constitutional design). Keep in mind that the course deals with many nations. The coverage will be thematic, not country by country. You must master a substantial amount of information in order to understand W. European politics, and participate in the class discussions. Reading the corresponding chapters from the reading list before class will increase your comprehension of the material.

Each student will select one country with a bicameral legislature and one with a unicameral one (selection of one’s own country is not permitted). Country selection has to be discussed with the TA during the first 2 weeks. The goal is to select all the different countries, and not have the same pair of countries covered by two students. The selection will be done on first come first served basis. You will compare your countries in two different 15 page papers. The first will discuss their electoral systems, parties, and party systems, while the second their legislative institutions. Both papers will be comparative, that is, will compare the countries in terms of the aspects you will consider pertinent: their parties, their party sytems, their parliametns, governments etc etc. Please compare the countries; do not write everything you know about one country and then about the other. The first paper is due on Wednesday 10/19, and the second the last day of class (12/12). The papers will address the issues we covered in class, and while they will require the knowledge of the matters we cover will be judged also on new findings and your ability to explain these findings on the basis of the material we covered. Your grade will also reflect the clarity of your arguments, and their comparative structure (we will discuss the issue extensively in class). You will be discussing your progress on these papers each week with the TA. The class grade will include participation (both in lectures and TA sessions) and papers as follows:
- Participation in class (20%)

- Papers (40% each).

NOTE: Students are not encouraged to bring laptops to class. A closed laptop rule during lecture will be enforced and other communication devices will need to be on ‘silent’ during lecture.
COURSE  OUTLINE
The numbers in [ ] refer to the corresponding book in the list.

WEEKS 1, 2 and 3 (September 6-20): Politics and Society. (Spatial models and applications)

We will play games in class, and I will explain some fundamental theories of political competition. Participation in these sessions is particularly important, because for some of the material there is no textbook.
Reading: ([3] ch. 1, 2)

WEEK 4 (September 25-27):
Politics and Society. (The problem of collective action) 

Reading: ([3] ch. 3, 4) 

WEEK 5 (October 2-4):   Politics and Society. (Social cleavages) 

Reading: ([1] ch. 9), ([3] ch.6)

WEEK 6 (October 11-13):   Political Parties. (Origins and typologies of Political Parties) 

Reading: ([1] ch. 7, 8, 10), ([3] ch. 5)

First paper due: Wednesday October 18.

WEEK 7 and 8 (October 18-25): Party systems and electoral systems

Reading: ([1] ch. 11), ([3] ch. 7) 

WEEK 9 (October 30-November 1): Overview of Political Institutions and Theories of Coalitions.

Reading: ([2] Intro., ch. 1, 2, 3, 9), 

WEEK 10 (November 6-8):  Government.

Reading: ([1] ch. 2, 12), ([2] ch. 4)

WEEK 11 and 12 (November 13-22):  Parliament and direct legislation (referendums)
Reading: ([1] ch. 3, [2] ch. 5, 6)

WEEK 13 (November 27-29): Political and Structural Outcomes of Institutions
Reading: ([2] ch. 7, 8, 10)

WEEKS 14-15 (December 4-13):  Political actors and political Institutions. (These four sessions we will speak about European Integration, recapitulate and synthesize the material presented in the course). 

Reading: ([1] ch. 5), ([2] ch. 11, concl.), ([3] ch. 8). 

Second paper due: Wednesday December 13.
