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A closer look at the C.P. Cavafy Professorship and the 
Modern Greek Studies Program at the University of Michigan 
Bv THEO G. ZAcHARATos 

"Modern Greek Studies includes 
, answers to questions of identity, mo

dernity, continuing, hegemony, poli
tics, diaspora, geography; ethics, and 
historical understanding of modern 
Greece in a broadei setting of the Hel
lenic tradition 'which constitutes an 
incomparable cross-cultural field of 
learning and investigation." 

This is the mission statement of 
the intensive and extensive work to 
which Professors Vassilios 
Lambropoulos and Artemis Leontis 
have devoted their effort at the Uni
versity of Michigan, to establish and 
develop a center of learning of the 
modern Greek culture. Working to
gether and under the umbrella of the 
department of classical studies of the 
University of Michigan, they have 
structured an interesting program in 
modern Greek studies as an interdis
ciplinary examination of Greek litera
ture, history, thought and c;.lture 
from antiquity to the present, as well 
as the influences of that civilization 
on other histories and cultures 
throughout the centuries. 

Looking at this broad definition 
in more specific terms, its compo
nents constitute the complete pro
gram at the University of Michigan 
and include teaching, research, rel
evant cultural events, and acquisition 
of books and manuscripts on Greek 
society, history and the arts. The pro
gram carries the name of Constantine 
P. Cavafy (1863-1933), a Greek poet 
of the diaspora, born in 
Constantinople and raised in London, 
before he started writing his poems 
in Alexandria, Egypt, a city which 
now proudly identifies with his name. 
Hi• work and eminence is evident in 
his diachronic interest in Hellenism 
and his diasporic fate. At the Univer
�ity ofMichigan, his name recognizes 
that members of the Greek diaspora 
in the United States established the 

chair through their tireless efforts and 
generous contributions. In 1997, a 
campaign was launched by the Foun
dation of Modern Greek Studies to 
raise $750,000 in three years, match
ing the resources that the university 
had put in place for Modern Greek. 

What followed was a response by 
hu�dreds of small and large donor� 
in the Midwestern states, which en
abled the foundation to meet its goal 
by fall of 2001, when this new chair 
at the University of Michigan was of
ficially named. 

In a meeting with the Foundation 
of Modern Greek Studies, Dr. Lee 
Bollinger, president of the University 
of Michigan, congratulated them for 
their successful campaign and said, 
"Thanks to the generosity of Greek 
Americans, Michigan will now be able 
to have a distinguished faculty cover
ing the entire history of Hellenism, 
from antiquity to the present. Your 
efforts are a model of effective collabo
ration between community leaders 
and the university." 

Presently, the Department of 
Modern Greece has a constituency of 
approximately 200 students who take 
courses in Modern Greek at various 
levels, including courses on the cul
ture of modern Greece between an
tiquity and modernity; Greek Ameri
can culture, comparative literature 
and travels to Greece. The program 
is presently offering a sufficient num
ber of courses to enable students to 
take Modern Greek as a minor. Plans 
are already in place for theprogram 
to offer a bachelor's level undergradu
ate degree with a master's planned for 
the next five years. Other plans in
clude a direction towards the devel
opment of a Modern Greek Center of 
learning and cultural experiences. 

Head of this department is Pro
fessor Vassilios Lambropoulos (Ph.D. 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
Greece 1980), C.P. Cavafy Professor 
of Modern Greek, Classical Studies 

Professors Vassilios Lambropoulos and Artemis Leontis have devoted 

their effort at the University of Michigan, to establish and develop a 
center of learning of the modern Greek culture. 

Department and the Program in 
Comparative Literature at the Univer
sity of Michigan. Dr. Lambropoulos 
served with distinction as professor of 
Modern Greek at Ohio State Univer
sity before his appointment in 1999 
at the University of Michigan. 

Co-ordinator of the Program is 
Professor Artemis Leontis (Ph.D. 
Ohio State University), adjunct asso
ciate professor of Modern Greek in 
the Classical Studies Department of 
the University of Michigan, who also 
served in the faculty of Greek and 
Latin at Ohio State University prior 
to her appointment at the University 
of Michigan in 1999. 

Dr. Lambropoulos emphasires the 
Greek influence on the thinking of the 
leaders of future generations who will 
graduate from the University of 
Michigan. Actually, said Dr. 
Lambropoulos, the connection be
tween the University of Michigan and 
Greece goes back to 1817 when it was 
founded by Judge Augustus Wood- · 

ward, a Hellenist learned jurist who 
named the University using the Greek 
word: "Panaepistimiad of Michigan" 
{the Greek word for University) which 
was later changed to "University of 
Michigan." 

Dr. Lambropoulos and Dr. 
Leon tis spend a considerable amount 

of time and energy to stage interest
ing cultural events on campus relevant 
to Modern Greece. The number of 
events is also growing from nine in 
2000 to 19 in 2001. 

Starting this year, Dr. 
Lambropoulos, says there will be three 
simultaneous major exhibitions on 
campus dedicated to Cavafy's work. 
Many of his poems translated into En
glish and original manuscripts, books 
and photos from the years he lived 
and worked in Alexandria, Egypt, will 
be exhibited to showcase this significant 
cultural station in the history of Greece. 

Otlier events currently wider devel
opment include a trip to Athens, 
Istanbul and Alexandria, following ilie 
footsteps .of Cavafy or "Cavafy's 
World" as Dr. Lambropoulos calls it; 
a 12-day itinerary including a cruise 
between Greece and Turkey and sev
eral Greek Islands. 

Editor's note: For further informa
tion on the C.P. Cavafy Chair of the · 

Department of Classical Studies at the 
University of Michigan, please contact: 
Professor Vassilios Lambropottlos, 
Ph.D., Department of Classical Stttd
ies, 2150AngellHall, 435 S. State St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003, Tel: 
(734) 764-0126, Fax: (734) 763-
4959, email vlambrop@umich.edtt. 


