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 Book Reviews - Asia 201

 The Birth of Chinese Feminism : Essential Texts in Transnational Theory. Edited
 by Lydia H. Liu, Rebecca E. Karl, and Dorothy Ko. New York: Columbia Uni-
 versity Press, 2013. xii, 308 pp. $89.50 (cloth); $29.50 (paper),
 doi: 10. 1017/S002191 1813001824

 This volume is a collection of first-time translations of foundational Chinese feminist

 texts by He-Ying Zhen, Liang Qichao, and Jin Tianhe, along with two thought-provoking
 chapters written by the three editors. The late Qing reformer Liang Qichao s "On
 Women's Education" (1897) and revolutionary Jin Tianhe s "The Women's Bell" (1903)
 have been frequently cited by scholars in and outside China as having initiated a feminist
 discourse in modern China. While the anarchist-leaning Chinese feminist journal Natural
 Justice (1907-08), edited by the preeminent feminist thinker He-Ying Zhen, receives fre-
 quent attention in Chinese scholarship, her other works have been obscured in both
 Chinese and English scholarship. By including six of He-Ying Zhens works in the
 volume - "On the Question of Women's Liberation," "On the Question of Women's
 Labor," "Economic Revolution and Women's Revolution," "On the Revenge of
 Women," "On Feminist Antimilitarism," and "The Feminist Manifesto" - the editors
 achieve much more than resuscitating the voice of a Chinese female theorist.

 As the editors state, juxtaposing He-Ying Zhens works with Liang's and Jin's texts
 "opens up a vast space for a new interpretation of the rise of feminism in China and in
 the world" (p. 2). Often implying critiques of the two prominent male intellectuals' advo-
 cacies for women's rights, He-Ying Zhen articulates a sophisticated feminist theorization of
 women's liberation that unequivocally rejects a nationalist framework, relentlessly exposes
 unequal power relations and mechanisms of male domination, critically analyzes limits of
 European feminist pursuits within the confines of liberalism and parliamentary polity,
 and soberly explicates the process of reproduction and reiteration of unequal power
 relations in capitalist modernity. In all these aspects and beyond, He-Ying Zhen illuminates
 what those progressive and radical male feminists fail to see, thereby significandy compli-
 cating our understanding of feminist contentions at the turn of the twentieth century.

 In their introduction, the editors stage a theoretical engagement with contemporary
 Anglophone feminist concepts of gender and intersectionality through an excellent elab-
 oration of two key concepts in He-Ying Zhens works, nannü (man/woman), and
 shengji £ ■ (livelihood). The former term, they stress, was a single conceptual mechan-
 ism that lay for Zhen at the foundation of all patriarchal abstractions and markings of dis-
 tinction, and one that has the advantage over "gender" that it is "simultaneously an object
 of analysis and an analytical category, which confounds the need for 'distinguishing
 between our analytic vocabulary and the material we want to analyze'" (p. 14).

 The editors' discussion of shengji (livelihood) postulates a critique of any version of
 feminism that fails to address "social, national, and global accumulations of capital and
 wealth underpinned by the system of private property protected by the national state
 and the international state system" (p. 22). Explicating He-Ying Zhens vision of a com-
 prehensive feminist revolution that aims at creating conditions for material realization
 of equality, the editors highlight her concept of labor as an autonomous ontological prac-
 tice rather than commodity and her critique of capitalist industrialization that enslaved
 women. While He-Ying Zhen was neglected as a historical figure, her critique of
 private property and her insistence that "a women's revolution must go hand in hand
 with an economic revolution" (p. 103) would soon become basic tenets of Chinese social-
 ist feminist theory and practice, which, ironically, have now themselves been forgotten in
 a post-socialist world.
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 Although the editors' theoretical focus is on He-Ying Zhen s works, their juxtaposi-
 tion with related writings of two progressive male intellectuals is also immensely valuable.
 To say the least, these latter serve as testimony to both a radically transformed gender
 landscape in todays China (in the sense that many gender barriers they advocated for
 removing have long been thrown into the dustpan of history), and the continuing work-
 ings of the structure and mechanisms of nannü. He-Ying Zhen perceptively defines
 actions by men like Liang and Jin as "mens pursuit of self-distinction in the name of
 women's liberation" (p. 61). By contrast, Chinese elite men since the 1980s have reverted
 to practices of maintaining nannü differentiation as a means of self-distinction and self-
 aggrandizement. Regardless of their political orientations, the near universal resistance to
 feminism among the contemporary mainland Chinese male elite reveals the effects of a
 history of socialist state feminism and reminds us of the historical contingency of the
 emergence of a cohort of male feminists like Liang and Jin at the turn of the twentieth
 century.

 Treating the project as a theoretical endeavor to delineate differences between
 "gender" and "nannü" the editors and translators pay tremendous attention to the
 issue of translating keywords. Their thoughtful discussion of the contextualized rendition
 of nüxing and nanxing into "character of women" and "character of men," for example,
 demonstrates their deep awareness of the complexity in translingual practices. It is in this
 context that it looks quite odd that "gender" - a late twentieth-century feminist neolo-
 gism, appears a few times as a translation for nannü in "On the Revenge of Women"
 (in He-Ying Zhen's original footnote 1 and a few headings added by editors), while
 nannü , the key term that is painstakingly theorized as a major Chinese feminist analytical
 category in the introduction, rarely appears untranslated in the translated texts. Multiple
 English renditions of nannü perhaps help convey diverse meanings of the original term,
 but may also perplex English-speaking readers who look for nannü as the signifier of a key
 concept in He-Ying Zhen s texts.

 It is hard to predict how this project of enabling global circulation of Chinese fem-
 inist analytical categories may actually move transnational feminist theorization onto a
 new level. What is certain is that the editors' sophisticated elaboration of He-Ying
 Zhen s theoretical contribution and the availability of her important texts have already
 raised the level of debates in Chinese feminism and created critical and imaginative
 space for envisioning a future beyond constraints imposed by the domination of global
 capitalism.

 Zheng Wang

 University of Michigan
 wangzhen@umich.edu

 Imperial Contagions: Medicine , Hygiene , and Cultures of Planning in Asia.
 Edited by Robert Peckham and David M. Pomfret. Hong Kong: Hong Kong
 University Press, 2013. xi, 307 pp. $25.00 (paper),
 doi: 10. 1017/S002191 1813001836

 Over the past twenty years, histories of colonial medicine and public health have pro-
 liferated across Asia. Mostly, these historical inquiries have traced the boundaries of the
 nation to come: they constitute a set of proto-national histories, whether of India,

This content downloaded from 
�������������141.211.4.224 on Thu, 23 Sep 2021 02:10:49 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 201
	p. 202

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 73, No. 1 (FEBRUARY 2014) pp. 1-293
	Front Matter
	Editorial Foreword 73.1 (February 2014) [pp. 1-4]
	Reflections
	Partition: The "Pulsing Heart that Grieved" [pp. 5-8]
	Idols in the Archive [pp. 9-16]

	Research Articles
	Corpse, Stone, Door, Text [pp. 17-41]
	Nationalist China's "Great Game": Leveraging Foreign Explorers in Xinjiang, 1927-1935 [pp. 43-64]
	Vishalyakarani as "Eupatonum ayapana": Retrobotanizing, Embedded Traditions, and Multiple Historicities of Plants in Colonial Bengal, 1890-1940 [pp. 65-87]
	Islamic Reform, the Family, and Knowledge Networks Linking Mecca to Southeast Asia in the Nineteenth Century [pp. 89-111]
	Conflicting Nostalgia: Performing "The Tale of Ch'unhyang" (春香傳) in the Japanese Empire [pp. 113-141]
	Magic, "Shōjo", and Metamorphosis: Magical Girl Anime and the Challenges of Changing Gender Identities in Japanese Society [pp. 143-164]
	"Affluence of the Heart": Wastefulness and the Search for Meaning in Millennial Japan [pp. 165-186]

	Review Essay
	JAPAN
	A New Social History of Occupied Japan [pp. 187-198]


	Book Reviews
	ASIA COMPARATIVE/TRANSNATIONAL
	Review: untitled [pp. 199-200]
	Review: untitled [pp. 201-202]
	Review: untitled [pp. 202-204]
	Review: untitled [pp. 204-206]
	Review: untitled [pp. 206-207]
	Review: untitled [pp. 207-209]

	CHINA
	Review: untitled [pp. 209-211]
	Review: untitled [pp. 211-212]
	Review: untitled [pp. 213-214]
	Review: untitled [pp. 214-215]
	Review: untitled [pp. 216-217]
	Review: untitled [pp. 217-218]
	Review: untitled [pp. 219-220]
	Review: untitled [pp. 220-221]
	Review: untitled [pp. 222-223]
	Review: untitled [pp. 223-225]
	Review: untitled [pp. 225-227]
	Review: untitled [pp. 227-228]
	Review: untitled [pp. 228-230]
	Review: untitled [pp. 230-231]
	Review: untitled [pp. 231-233]
	Review: untitled [pp. 233-234]

	INNER ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 234-236]
	Review: untitled [pp. 236-238]
	Review: untitled [pp. 238-239]
	Review: untitled [pp. 240-241]
	Review: untitled [pp. 241-243]

	JAPAN
	Review: untitled [pp. 243-247]
	Review: untitled [pp. 247-249]
	Review: untitled [pp. 249-251]
	Review: untitled [pp. 252-253]
	Review: untitled [pp. 253-255]
	Review: untitled [pp. 255-257]
	Review: untitled [pp. 257-259]

	KOREA
	Review: untitled [pp. 259-260]
	Review: untitled [pp. 261-264]
	Review: untitled [pp. 264-266]
	Review: untitled [pp. 266-267]
	Review: untitled [pp. 267-269]
	Review: untitled [pp. 269-271]

	SOUTH ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 271-272]
	Review: untitled [pp. 273-274]
	Review: untitled [pp. 274-276]
	Review: untitled [pp. 276-278]
	Review: untitled [pp. 278-280]

	SOUTHEAST ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 280-282]
	Review: untitled [pp. 282-284]
	Review: untitled [pp. 284-286]
	Review: untitled [pp. 286-288]
	Review: untitled [pp. 288-290]
	Review: untitled [pp. 290-292]
	Review: untitled [pp. 292-293]


	Back Matter



