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Question 

 

  

Experiment 

Participants 
Twenty three  5-year-olds (10 female; mean age 
= 64.9 months) 
 

Stimuli and Procedure 
Children received either experimental or control 
trials. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Experimental trial 
1. Introduction phase 
The children were first introduced two animal 
puppets (e.g., a duck and a frog) and were told that 
they are going to play a ‘cookie game’ with the 
puppets.  
2. Description phase 
The experimenter described that one puppet was 
hungry and the other was full. 
 
 

 

  

Experiment (cont’d) 

3. Distribution phase 
The children were given an opportunity to 
distribute 10 cookies between the two puppets.  
 
 Control trial 
All procedures were the same except that the 
experimenter described the appearances (e.g., hair 
color or size of body parts) of the puppets in the 
description phase.  
 

Results and Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• In the experimental trial, children distributed 

significantly more cookies to hungry puppets (M 
= 6.33, SD = 1.67) than full puppets (M = 3.67, 
SD = 1.67), t (11) = 2.77, p < .05. Children gave 
hungry puppets significantly more cookies than 
predicted by chance, t (11) = 2.77, p < .05, and 
gave full puppet less cookies than predicted by 
chance, t (11) = -2.77, p < .05.  

• However, in the control trial, the numbers of 
distributed cookies did not differ significantly 
between two puppets, t (10) = -0.61, p > .5. 

• These results suggest that 5-year-old children 
can consider others’ needs when distributing 
resources between two other recipients. 

 

Conclusion 
• Children younger than those suggested by Damon 

(1975) are sensitive to the needs of others in 
distributive justice when the task  measures their 
actual behaviors. 

 

Can 5-year-old children take others’ needs into 
account when distributing resources as a third 
party? 

Introduction 

• A moral relativity develops by understanding that 
the claims of people with special needs (e.g., poor) 
should be prioritized. Children over the age of 8 
can use this information when they were asked to 
reason about distributive dilemmas (Damon, 1975; 
Damon, 1980). 

• However, previous research used tasks that 
require children’s sophisticated language skills. So 
it is possible that young children may be sensitive 
to moral relativity in actual behaviors in everyday 
social life. 
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