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ThiJ mini-course iJ an introduction to the work 0/ women writer~ of the French Caribbean;

I"ued on extracts from two novel~ which may IJt cOllJwered "canonical texts": Simone Scbwarz-Bart'~

Pluie et vent JIU Telum/e Jfiracu (trans. Toe BriJQ( o/lJ(VonJ) and JfaryJe CorlJt'J UM JaMOn a Rihala

(trans. A SeMon in Ribata). lf7hilt the two GuMe~upean nooelut~ cUarly sbare a concern wilh

question~ 0/ genJer and wilh the ever compelling problem 0/ Caribbean Wenlily, their work~ are

JtrikUzgLy iJifferent in mood. Schwarz-Bart's tal reflect~ an apparent tJerenily whicb htU guurauJ

JOf1U critical controvavy, 4 Jerenily predicateiJ on the wriJer'ti trUlIli/ut 6e/i4 in the ruilUncy 0/

Caribbean women, and Caribbean people as 4 whole. Sonu attention wiJl he paiJ to the implications

0/ the novelist'~ innovative UJe 0/ language. ConJl elaborata, in UM JIUJon a Rihala,

a more bleak vision characteriud by orphanhood and exik, conflict and /ragnun/alion,

a /ragrrunlalion unJertJcOrtd by the narrative tecbnique.

Extracts from the tau will he JluJUJ in translation, and a knowUJge of French iJ there/ore not a

prerequisite, although iJ wou/J he useful: ThiJ mini-course iJ open 10 aJ"anced tltudenlJ in literature.


