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Issues in Black World Studies (3) (S5) May be elected for a total of 6

credits

Section 002: RACE and ETHNICITY AND GENDER in AMERIG\N cuuruRAL ARTS: AFRO~

AMERICAN CUL'IURAL hi story hi stori cally surveyed wi thin the rnul tiracial, multi~

ethnic evolution of American cultural arts. Examined are the origins of

cultural arts developments from Colonial America to the 20th Century related to

Blacks, Indians and other ethnics. Beginning with Thomas Jefferson's views on

Black and Indian "cu I tures" in the "Anth ropol.oq i ca l " sense of the meaning

"cu l tu re ". the creati ve and artistically interpreti ve perceptions of race and

eti10icity are examined through the cultural arts. For example, the long range

influence of "Neqr o Minstrelsy" in American music, dance and theatrical forms

is exarrii ned as the root-origin of the "Neqr o Stereotype:; the influence of

Harriet Beecher Stowe's, "Unc le Tan's Cabin" on the literary genre of the

white authors' approoch to the Black and Indian music themes into American

music composition, the Anton Dvorak-Jeanetta Thurber Thesis of the 1890's; the

origins of the Ragtime-Jazz-Blues continuum in popular music culture;

Puritanism, Africanisms and Americanisms in the evolution of popular American

dance; Blacks (~1d eti1nicity) in the modern American Theatre; the Eugene

01 Neill t.hemat i c and dramatic revolution and the aesthetics of the Black image

on the American stage as perceived by white (and Black) dramatists, 1917-1930;

the Harlem Renaissance (1917-l930 seen as the artistic, literary and aesthetic

cross-cultural, trans-racial adaptation, accommodation and cross-fertilization

in American music, literature, graphic arts, theatre and dance; the 1930ls and

the New Deal' s \~ork Project Administration ((~VPA) impact on the (Seven)

cui tural arts up to Wor Id War II. An interpreti ve survey of post-~~or ld ~var II

to the 1980's will be open-Ended, depending upon the general results of

classroom discussions based on the topical choices elected by students

themselves. Course requirements-One thoroughly researched term paper on a

smdent-chosen topic related to the historical survey substance of the course.

The course will be taught seminar-style; choices of term paper topics must be

agre0d upon by the i. ns tructor. An c.1J~q\. ~ ce reserved read ing 1 ist will ~

pr ov i ded plus add i t i ono l sources sugges D by the i nsr ruct.or, ~CrUSe)
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"The Aristocrat of Ha r le m

presents

DAN HEALY'S New Revue

2 Distinctly Different 2

SHOWS NIGHTLY

CAST OF FIFTY!

Beautiful Gir i s


