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From: ROMAN BARAJASBRAZIL

Date: 3/8/2021 10:45:59 AM

To: Sophie Ordway
 
Attachments:

What's your experience with good time or another type of sentencing credit, or truth in sentencing? 
Unfortunately my only experience is with truth in sentencing. Throughout my incarceration I have not had the incentive and the
assurance that good behavior, education, and the personal growth they foster will be rewarded in any way. Instead, I have known
from the moment I was sentenced that I would serve at least twelve years in prison, and possibly longer depending on the judgment
of the parole board. Am I supposed to discuss my feelings? The affect of truth in sentencing is an air of hopelessness. The idea that
trying change patterns of thought and behavior and pursue educational opportunities to be better prepared for my release do not
effect my chances for release is disheartening. It often makes me question why I ought to follow every rule and try to be good and
do good if it could possibly count for nothing, if no matter what I do my freedom depends solely on the discretion of a member of the
parole board.  
 
What do you think the impact of good time/sentencing credits is? 
The impact of good time or sentencing credits would have on the environment inside of prison would be transformational. In an
environment where daily behavior and participation in classes is directly related to the amount of time one does, I image there will
be a collective shift toward "good" behavior and participation in classes and programs. As for the individual, any sentencing credit
would alter the prisoners perspective in terms of risk versus reward analysis and place more weight on risk of engaging in behavior
that would forfeit good time credits. In effect altering one's values so that sustaining gold behavior is more valuable than the
potential reward of bad behavior. For families of incarcerated people I believe good time would spur more involvement by the family
members. At times families can be lulled into feeling helpless as if nothing they can do is worthwhile because it does not get us
closer to freedom. The constant opportunity to earn or lose good time would turn a prison sentence into a living, changing, thing
that needs constant care would take away that feeling. It would give families an incentive to be more involved in the lives of
incarcerated family members with the hope that positive outside support would result in positive inside behavior and more earned
good time. I think there would be a similar effect on the system as a whole. The focus would be shifted from punishment, because it
is the only option, to earning freedom through positive action. From corrections officers to the director of the department there would
be a paradigm shift from punishment to reward, from restriction to opportunity. 
 
 
What is the impact of truth in sentencing?  
It is common to hear inmates say they do not care about tickets or to tell an officer to write a ticket in lieu of obeying a certain rule. It
is also common for prisoners adopt the mentality that good behavior is something to engage in during the last portion of their
sentence. This creates an environment and a population that does not consistently emphasize good behavior or programs
(educational, vocational, behavioral or psychological). Instead the emphasis on those things comes toward the end of a sentence
when it is most likely to be beneficial in the form of a granted parole. This is reinforced by the MDOC which does not offer most
classes and programs until prisoners are with two years of their ERD. It creates a system in which the focus of administration,
officers and inmates is punishment or the avoidance of it rather than opportunity and the pursuit of it. The result of which, I believe
in more ways than one, is a reinforcement of criminal behavior. 
 
Why do you think there is so much opposition...? 
The opposition most likely comes from the efforts of some elected officals and members of the media to depict all crime as
something to be met with force and harsh punishment. That involves painting a picture of boogie men committing brutal crimes
against which the public can support a harsh agenda. That's not to say there aren't some brutal crimes that should punished more
than others. But those crimes do not make up the majority of the crimes committed by incarcerated people and the system should
not be built around those exceptions. 
 
Do you think we should have sentencing credit in Michigan? What kind? 
Yes. Good time or disciplinary credits. Any system in which good behavior and rehabilitation is rewarded. 
 
What other changes...? What would positive effect be? 
1. Classes should taken earlier in a sentence. Violence prevention, substance, educational opportunities should be offered in the
beginning of a sentence rather than at the end This would allow one to practice what the class teaches throughout their time and be
monitored for efficacy. If they have shown that they had learned and applied what they learned (which the are more likely to do with
a sentencing credit in place) they won't have to retake the course.  
2. There should be no dorm/"cube" settings. The environment is stifling. The lack of personal space is not condusive to positive
thought or behavior. It does not mimic the environment prisoners will encounter upon release and is in no way helpful to
rehabilitation. 
 
Social media is probably the best way to reach people in society. A news letter is probably best for incarcerated people. 
 
I didn't take forever to answer did I? 
If my answers suck and you want me to do it again just let me know. 
 
Love you.
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