
We know that 80% of crime survivors in MI support 
reducing prison sentences for people in prison who 
participate in rehabilitation, mental health, 
substance abuse, or educational or vocational 
programs. We also know that long sentences are 
more likely to decrease, rather than increase, public 
safety. 

We have been able to reduce the prison population 
slightly in recent years. But we also know that if we 
ever hope to achieve imprisonment rates that are 
comparable to those we had before this era of mass 
incarceration (or better yet, even lower), while 
maintaining public safety, we need to stop using 
unnecessarily long sentences. We need to rely on 
what evidence tells us is the most effective response 
to crime: addressing the root causes. Bringing back a 
sentencing credit system would be a significant 
step in that direction. 

Michigan currently requires every person 
convicted of a felony serve 100% of their 
minimum sentence before they are eligible 
for parole. This is due to Truth in Sentencing 
and not having any form of sentencing credit 
that allows people in prison the opportunity 
to earn time off their sentence for good 
behavior or vocational and educational 
achievements. 

We are just 1 of 6 states that does not use a 
sentencing credit. Michigan consistently 
ranks among the states in the country with 
some of the longest lengths of stay in prison 
and highest rates of people under 
correctional supervision. 
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Understanding how and why policy decisions were made 
that contributed to our current state of mass 
incarceration requires analyzing a variety of social and 
political factors. The full report and the visual timeline
provide insight into examples of those sociopolitical 
factors that supported the elimination of sentencing 
credits.

The takeaways are:
• The public was miseducated on the causes of violence 

and crime, and what the most effective responses 
should have been
• Racism, classism and other forms of oppression have 

all played major roles in feeding into this miseducation 
• Public figures with political ambition capitalized on 

opportunities to stoke fear rather than re-educate
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https://allianceforsafetyandjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/ASJ_MichiganCrimeSurvivorBrief-F2-ONLINE.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/long-term-sentences-time-reconsider-scale-punishment/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lc/study/2016/1495/030_august_31_2016_meeting_10_00_a_m_room_412_east_state_capitol/memono4g
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/dcc-project/wp-content/uploads/sites/789/2021/06/Ordway_TiS-Report_2021.pdf
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1e07N7KYoD2tCuVM5tXtVVNLDokmE65Ena7VQQipUfpM&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
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These events are examples of the connection between policy decisions that contributed to 

our current state of mass incarceration and sociopolitical demands. The complete timeline 

with supporting documents can be found here. 
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Good Time Credits are 
partially  eliminated

Tough-on-crime prosecutor L. Brooks 

Patterson launches his campaign to get 

rid of Good Time Credits. His strategy 

is built on exaggerating the rates at 

which formerly incarcerated people 

commit violent crimes, which is, and 

was, a relatively low rate. 

Disciplinary Credits are 
partially introduced 

The Detroit Free Press 

publishes a week-long 

series of articles titled 

‘Revolving Door Prisons’, 

misrepresenting the rate 

and causes of new crimes 

committed by formerly 

incarcerated people. 

GT Credits eliminated, 
moving forward DC 
apply to everyone 

A horrible murder results in 

the survivor campaigning 

for truth in sentencing in 

Michigan. She is invited to 

the signing of the 1994 

Clinton Crime Bill. 

Truth in Sentencing 
signed into law

Influenced by the media, 

politicians, racism and 

their own fear, 

Michiganders believe 

concepts such as ‘super 

predators’ and ‘career 

criminals’ are real and 

continue to support 

punitive policies. 

TiS fully implemented. 
No more Disciplinary 
Credits. 

Michigan’s prison population 

peaks. After a few years of 

scaling back on tough on crime 

policies, there is a return to 

overly punitive policies when a 

high profile crime shocks the 

legislature into action.
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TiS is still in effect, with 
no evidence it reduces 
crime and some evidence 
to the contrary.

The media and public figures 

continue to inflate horrific, yet 

rare, instances of violence as 

frequent occurrences that can 

only be responded to with 

punishment. 

We know that long 

sentences don’t deter 

crime or reduce 

recidivism. We know 

that formerly 

incarcerated people are 

much less likely than the 

general public to 

commit a violent crime. 

It’s time to rethink how 

we respond to violence. 

It’s time to bring back 

sentencing credits. 
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The rate at which we incarcerate 
people in Michigan prisons, per 
100,000 people

Research by Sophie Ordway for the UM Carceral State Project, 2021 

https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1e07N7KYoD2tCuVM5tXtVVNLDokmE65Ena7VQQipUfpM&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650

