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“The View of the World in 1225 as one
Chinese official, Zhao Rukuo, Saw It”

In 1225, Zhao Rukuo, a trade official (also a member of the imperial clan living in
Quanzhou) wrote an entirely original book about China’s foreign trade entitled, Record of
Various Foreign Peoples. He drew on both his conversations with people living in the
Quanzhou and historical records about those places. Zhao Rukuo (1170-1231) displays
deep knowledge of China’s long-time trading partners like Korea, Japan, and Vietnam as
well as much more distant places like Sicily, Somalia, and Tanzania. (Earlier maritime
trade superintendents must have also spoken with foreign merchants, as we know from
government regulations specifying how often trade officials should host dinners for
visiting merchants, but they did not write down what they learned.)
Zhao’s book has two sections: the first, like the dynastic histories, gives a capsule
history and list of products from 41 different countries, but he created a dramatically new
format for the second section, which proceeds commodity by commodity, identifying the
different countries that produced the item, and explaining variations in quality. This is a
book by a trade official who had spent long hours talking to merchants and boiled their
testimony down to what his readers wanted to know.

Bibliography:

(Primary)
Original text in Chinese: Zhao Rukuo 趙汝适 (1170-1231), Zhufan zhi jiaoshi. 諸蕃志校
释.
Edited by Yang Bowen 楊博文. Beijing: Zhonghua shu ju chu ban she, 1996.

(Translation of Primary)

Friedrich Hirth and W. W. Rockhill (trans). Chau Ju-kua: His Work on the Chinese and
Arab Trade in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, entited Chu-fan-chi. St. Petersburg:
Printing Office of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1911.

(Secondary)

John W. Chaffee. Branches of heaven: a history of the imperial clan of Sung China.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Asia Center, 1999.

Hugh R. Clark. Community, trade, and networks: Southern Fujian Province from the
Third to the Thirteenth Century. New York : Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Huang Chunyan, Songdai haiwai maoyi [International Trade during the Song period]
(Beijing: Shehui kexue wenxian shubanshe, 2003).
Paul Wheatley, “Geographical Notes on Some Commodities Involved in Sung Maritime
Trade,” Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 32.2 (1959):1-139. Reprinted in
Geoff Wade (ed.) Southeast Asia - China Interactions: Reprint of articles from the
Journal of the Malaysian Branch, Royal Asiatic Society. Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 2007).

The full text of this source is available at:
http://www.sabrizain.org/malaya/library/chufanchi.pdf

