30 RABAI, THE WOMAN SUFI

at morning dawn she took a light sleep in her oratory
till daylight, and I have heard her say when she sprang
in dread from her couch, ‘O my soul, how long wilt
thou sleep ? Soon thou shalt sleep to rise no more, till
the call shall summon thee on the day of resurrection.” ”’

Hasan Basri once asked Rabia if she ever thought of
marrying. She answered, “ The marriage contract can
be entered into by those who have possession of their
free-will. As for me,I have no will to dispose of; I
belong to the Lord, and I rest in the shadow of His

commandments, counting myself as nothing.” * But,”
said Hasan, ‘“ how have you arrived at such a degree
of piety ? ” “ By annihilating myself completely.”

Being asked on another occasion why she did not
marry, she answered, ‘“‘ There are three things which
cause me anxiety.” ‘ And what are they?’ “ One
is to know whether at the moment of death I shall be
able to take my faith with me intact. The second is
whether in the Day of Resurrection the register of
my actions will be placed in my right hand or not.*
The third is to know, when some are led to Paradise
and some to hell, in which direction I shall be led.”
“But,” they cried, ‘none of us know any of these things.”
“What !’ she answered, * when I have such objects to
pre-occupy my mind, should I think of a husband ? ”

Someone asked her one day, ‘ Whence comest
thou? ” “From the other world,” was her reply.
“ And whither goest thou? ” “ Into the other world.”
““ And what doest thou in this world.” 1 jest with it
by eating its bread and doing the works of the other
world in it.” ‘O Rabia,” said another to her, ““ dost

*A sign the person is acquitted.



